
What Is Section 19?
Section 19 of the Education Act 1996 requires the local authority to
provide suitable education for any child who cannot attend school

because of:
Illness

Exclusion
“Otherwise” (any other reason making attendance not reasonably

possible)
This duty is absolute and does not depend on funding or local policy.

What Must the Local Authority Provide?
Suitable education that:

Matches your child’s age, ability, aptitude and SEND
Is full‑time, unless full‑time would harm their health
Is equivalent to what they would receive in school

Good alternative provision should:
Support academic progress and recognised qualifications

Meet personal, social, emotional and academic needs
Keep your child engaged in learning

Include clear goals for future education or training.

When Is Section 19 Not Required?
If parents electively home educate, responsibility for education transfers to

the parent. The local authority must still be satisfied that the education is
suitable and may offer support if requested. Parents can change their mind
at any time, and the local authority must assist with securing a school place.






